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About SCTDA

Established in 1996, the Sharjah Commerce and
Tourism Development Authority (SCTDA) is the
main government entity that promotes and
regulates all tourism-related activities in the
emirate. SCTDA works to develop commercial and
tourism activities through various initiatives and
events designed to strengthen Sharjah’s position
on the local, regional and international levels.

The SCTDA formulates strategic plans in alignment
with the UAE’s vision to enhance the tourism
industry in all its facets. It actively engages in local,
regional, and international exhibitions,
showcasing Sharjah as an attractive and ideal
platform to stimulate business and attract foreign
investments to the country.

The Authority actively promotes public awareness
through various media outlets, emphasising
Sharjah's unique qualities as a distinctive leisure
destination for UAE residents, visitors from across
the Arab region, and tourists from around the
world. Internationally, the Sharjah Commerce and
Tourism Development Authority (SCTDA) has been
instrumental in showcasing Sharjah's robust
economy and its prominence as a leading player in
the global tourism industry.

Our focus is to highlight the best of Sharjah’s
distinctive and exclusive tourism offerings. In
coordination with other government departments
and the private sector, the SCTDA exerts
considerable effort to achieve the sustainable
development of the emirate.
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At the same time, we maintain our high-standing
as one of the most prestigious and distinguished
commercial and tourism destinations in the world.

To achieve its objectives, the SCTDA implements
a comprehensive strategy that includes:

e Promoting tourist and historical attractions
within the emirate

e Providing leisure and entertainment events for
tourists

e Marketing Sharjah as a unique cultural,
heritage, and family tourist destination

e Managing and operating licenses for hotel

establishments

Issuing tour operator licenses

Tour Guide License

Desert Tour Vehicle Permits

Conducting inspections of all tourism

properties, including hotels, hotel apartments,

and resorts

e Ensuring that all hotel properties adhere to
the Authority’s standards, rules, and
regulations

e C(Classifying accommodation in hotels, hotel
apartments, and resorts

e Providing training for industry professionals
and tour guides

e Supplying marketing materials

e Organizing familiarization trips for better
acquaintance with local offerings
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About Sharjah

Sharjah is A lively oasis full of life, ranking as the
third largest of the seven emirates in the United
Arab Emirates. It holds a unique place in the region
as a foundational pillar of Arabian civilisation,
evidenced by its rich history and culture that
seamlessly merges with modernity and openness
to various global cultures. The emirate exudes
vibrancy, bathed in abundant sunshine throughout
the year. This perfect balance between ancient
traditions and modern developments is one of its
most defining characteristics.
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Sharjah boasts numerous attractions that reflect
the splendor of its rich past and promising future.
The emirate has established a notable presence on
the global tourism map, having been recognized
by UNESCO as the 'Arab Culture Capital' in 1998,
'Islamic Culture Capital' in 2014, 'Arab Tourism
Capital' in 2015, and 'Arab Press Capital' in 2016.
Additionally, Sharjah was named 'World Book
Capital 2019', ranking third in the Arab world and
the Middle East and African (MEA) region. This
honour acknowledges its substantial role in
promoting the book industry and fostering a
culture of reading across the Arab region and
beyond. Consequently, Sharjah has emerged as
one of the most attractive destinations for both
business and leisure in the region. Continuously
investing in preserving its cultural identity and
heritage for future generations, Sharjah remains a
hospitable emirate for visitors from around the
world.
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Latest Statistics

In 2023, Sharjah welcomed approximately 1.5
million hotel guests who stayed in 100
establishments, Sharjah continues to attract a
growing number of Arab and international guests,
supported by its extensive  hospitality
infrastructure that includes more than 100 hotel
establishments providing more than 10,000
rooms. This capacity is set to increase as the
emirate rolls out additional high-caliber tourism
projects, ensuring readiness to accommodate
anticipated increases in hotel guests numbers.

Hotel guests from the GCC countries (excluding
the UAE) increased in 2023, with nearly 250,000
guests visiting, marking a 17% increase from the
previous year's 211,000 guests. Oman and Saudi
Arabia were the leading sources of Gulf guests,
with nearly 140,000 and 75,000 hotel guests,
respectively, demonstrating Sharjah'’s
strengthening cultural and economic bonds with
its regional neighbours.
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e According to INHOCO Surveys & Interviews, the
majority of meeting space is located in 4-star
category hotels, which account for 57% of the total
available space, while 5-star hotels provide 33%.

¢ Branded hotels generated higher meeting room
revenue than unbranded hotels in 2014 and 2015.
However, in the first half of 2016, unbranded
hotels outperformed branded ones in terms of
meeting room revenue, particularly for social
events.

e [INHOCO survey respondents
seasonality trends for MICE Groups.

highlighted

The market study responses indicate that the
international source markets for MICE closely
mirror those of the wholesale segment, with the
UAE leading, followed by other GCC countries such
as Oman and Saudi Arabia, and then by India, the
CIS, and Europe.
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Projection of Sharjah’s MICE Tourism
Developments and Impact of MICE
Developments within the UAE

* The MICE sector plays a fundamental role in the
UAE's overall economic development, proving
instrumental in achieving organisational
objectives and success. Meetings, conventions,
and exhibitions generate economic value through
increased travel and hospitality spending by MICE
visitors, who often combine participation in
events with leisure activities.

¢ More importantly, business events serve as
powerful platforms for creating new information
and generating fresh insights, significantly
contributing to the grand vision of UAE leaders to
transform the country into one of the world's
foremost knowledge economies.

¢ The UAE MICE industry generates a total of USD
653 million per year

e Large-scale construction projects are currently
underway to accommodate the anticipated influx
of tourists, including MICE visitors, to the UAE,
particularly Sharjah. Nearly 50% of the USD 1

Gl paigally Blgally ‘;.uiw%m :*Al.:t‘u g}ﬁ Gl yghl ase
:QUIAY‘MJJJIAJ;UJ ‘dJW\uéu'AJM\J

G paisally 8lsally clelaiaV¥) dalu gl caly o

Laglasill Calal) Gad A aclay Ay (aladls

U b ALl AalaBY) dgail) b Ll T 50 el

Ao o jlrall g caldlay)  cilelaialy) @lady ol jly)

i (e dipally il Gle @aY) 3ab) ae dpliadl

clelain¥l dalu gl cililad 3 (oS il 5 o 530

O gead Lo sile (Al 5 a5l jaisall 5 i all
Ao Ci g e il Jlee Y

e slra BlAl Aala Claie il JeY) b b5 @
saLall 48Ul Ayl dan 5 A W o0 2ol Gads (555
S e daal g Agall Jaa 8 &l A gy A 5005 )]
SN 8yl e Aailil) dsalladl Gl sLamy)

Gl aigally B sally clelaia¥l dabu glad ol o
653 4o sane Lo 2l g 8 &l Y AJ}JL:;UAJM\)
Tasins oSl Y 53 5o

Gsiall ) peal o) Lyl b dedall oLl gLl
Al clelaial) gUad ~U agd Loy czbnd) 23
Lu; MAJLJU u\)\.n\}[\ L.;‘ ‘uajbud\) u\)‘u}d\j
Gl B L) o Jliie (56 %50 () ss e ALl 3 saius
Sioal Y53 O sl i 1 Lgtiad &l 5 dan Y

A3 LY gus) e @
delia s laidd e 8 e VAYY ple 348 LAl 5us) 3K ja (o
sasiall Ay yall il Y1 Al 50 b Lge 5 e liine J sl (IS G 8 L0
u\ﬁ}d\jhjhjlw)w\@k@,@B)P‘X\ﬁm):@e,ﬂ\}
Q‘)A:\_}AM@Q\y&Jm\BJ\A\XBJthLA}.\S_JLAS ‘M\@




SCTDA General Factsheet:

trillion worth of construction projects in the
Middle East are located in the UAE.

e Expo Centre Sharjah:
Established in 1977 by the Sharjah Chamber of
Commerce & Industry, Expo Centre Sharjah was
the first facility of its kind in the UAE. Today,
following its recent expansion, it stands at the
forefront of trade fairs, exhibitions, and
conventions in the region. In the first quarter of
2023, the events at the center attracted over
100,000 local and international visitors.

e Al Jawaher Reception and Convention
Centre:

Al Jawaher Reception and Convention Centre is a
semi-governmental establishment operating
under the patronage of Her Highness Sheikha
Jawaher bint Mohammed Al Qasimi, wife of the
Ruler of Sharjah. JRCC offers a broad array of
exclusive in-house events and catering facilities,
aiming to provide top-notch hospitality services
for social and corporate events, including
weddings, meetings, incentives, conferences,
exhibitions, and other types of gatherings.

e Hotel properties Ballrooms
Sharjah hotel properties offer a wide range of
business centers and meeting rooms equipped
with the latest technology, ideal for hosting
international conferences and world-class events.
Additionally, the Sharjah Chamber of Commerce
and Industry operates several event center's and
halls.
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Major Events Held in Sharjah

Sharjah Light Festival:

The Sharjah Light Festival is a unique event
designed to capture everyone’s imagination
and highlight Sharjah’s distinguished
landmarks and historic buildings. As the
biggest and first of its kind in the Middle East,
the festival bathes Sharjah in lights and
colors, celebrating the art of drawing with
light. It combines imagery and captivating
music to create an exhilarating experience.
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Sharjah World Championship Week,
organized annually in December by the
SCTDA at Khalid Lagoon, features:

v" UIM Formulal Power Boat
Championship: This high-profile regional
event invites the public to experience the
thrilling speed and power as the world's
top powerboat racers vie for victory in
the final series of the world
championship.

Sharjah's Week Of Stars:

The Emirate of Sharjah confirms its status as a
top player in the field of showcase
international sports events. A unique week of
events combining football, padel and the
sport that is sweeping the globe, footgolf —
football on a golf course! Over 20 famous
international footballers will come out of
retirement to converge in Sharjah for several
events, culminating in the second
International Footgolf tournament in the
region. Don’t miss this fun week of events
and sports in Sharjah’s fantastic locations and
sports facilities.

Sharjah International Travel and Tourism
Forum:

Over the past 11 years, the Sharjah
International Travel and Tourism Forum
(SITTF) has grown to become a prominent
platform for addressing key issues and trends
shaping the global tourism industry. With a
wide range of topics covered — from
innovation and the future of tourism to
sustainability Fields of digitization, health,
safety,

and beyond — SITTF has consistently provided
a space for forward-thinking dialogue and
actionable insights.

Sharjah Government Communication Forum:
The Sharjah Government Communication
Forum, organized annually by the Sharjah
Media Centre, is held under the patronage of
His Highness Sheikh Dr. Sultan bin
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Mohammed Al Qassimi, Member of the
Supreme Council and Ruler of Sharjah. The
Forum equips institutions within the emirate
with the latest tools and skills needed to
enhance government communication
practices.

Sharjah Heritage Days:

Sharjah Heritage Days is an annual carnival
that celebrates the cultural heritage of the
United Arab Emirates. It features a variety of
traditional events and activities that highlight
the beauty of ancient languages and
expressions. The carnival aims to raise
awareness among the new generation about
the habits and values of their forebears,
ensuring that these rich traditions are passed
on and cherished.

Sharjah Biennial:

The Sharjah Biennial, held every two years by
the Sharjah Art Foundation since 1993,
commissions, produces, and presents large-
scale public installations, performances, and
films. This event offers artists from the region
and beyond an internationally recognized
platform for exhibition and experimentation.

Sharjah International Book Fair:

The Sharjah International Book Fair is a ten-
day event held annually in Sharjah, initiated
in 1982 under the continuous guidance and
patronage of His Highness Dr. Sheikh Sultan
bin Muhammad Al-Qasimi, Member of the
UAE Supreme Council and Ruler of Sharjah.
Recognized as the third largest book fair in
the world, it has made a significant mark
since its inception.

The 43rd SIBF in 2023 welcomed 1.82 million
visitors from 200+ nationalities, with 2,500
publishers from 112 countries. It remained
the world’s largest book fair for rights sales
for the fourth year. H.H. Sheikh Dr. Sultan Al
Qasimi allocated AED 4.5 million for Sharjah
libraries. Algeria’s Ahlam Mosteghanemi was
honored as “Cultural Personality of the Year,”
and Morocco was the Guest of Honor.
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Sharjah Theatre Days:

Sharjah Theatre Days is an annual event that
gathers local and Arabic theatre groups to
compete for the prestigious Sharjah Award
for Arab Theatrical Creativity. The
performances are scrutinized by a jury
comprising theatre personalities, critics, and
writers from the UAE and other countries,
tasked with examining and judging the
theatrical entries. The event also invites
theatre experts from various Arab and
international countries to attend the
performances and participate in practical and
intellectual seminars, conferences, and open
discussions. Additionally, the festival hosts an
international performance to strengthen
communication ties between Arabic and
international theatre communities.

Xposure International Photography Festival:
Xposure, held annually in Sharjah, UAE, is a
premier festival for photographers and
filmmakers. It offers diverse screenings,
workshops, seminars, and exhibitions,
featuring industry experts. Highlights include
portfolio reviews, the IFPA, the Global Focus
project, and the prestigious International
Photography & Film Awards. Xposure fosters
creativity, learning, and networking,
advancing the art of visual storytelling
globally. Join us for an extraordinary
celebration of visual arts and innovation!

Sharjah Children’s Reading Festival:

The Sharjah Children’s Reading Festival (SCRF)
is a cultural celebration that extends the joy
of learning beyond children to include
parents and adults, creating a family-friendly
atmosphere. SCRF promotes learning and
self-education from a young age, aiming to
nurture a generation of leaders, scholars, and
professionals who will contribute to societal
development. Held at the Sharjah Expo
Centre, the last edition of SCRF attracted
more than 306,000 visitors, featured 123
exhibitors specializing in children’s literature,
and organized 2,093 educational and
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entertaining activities. Additionally, during
the 2024 festival and its accompanying
Animation Conference, the Sharjah Book
Authority announced that the 12-day event
drew 157,381 visitors and hosted about 1,500
activities, amounting to more than 1,000
hours of programming.

Infrastructures:

Sharjah Airport Expansion:

The Government of Sharjah has approved a USD
400 million (AED 1.46 billion) budget for the
comprehensive expansion of Sharjah
International Airport. This initiative is set to
increase the airport's capacity from 8 million to
18 million passengers annually.

The project encompasses the construction of a
new terminal and the development of new roads
around the airport. The terminal, spread across
two floors and covering an area of 4,000 square
meters with a budget of 40 million dirhams, will
be equipped with the latest travel technologies. It
is designed to provide exceptional facilities that
underscore the airport's commitment to
maintaining the highest standards of service to
ensure traveller comfort and satisfaction.

Furthermore, the expansion will integrate state-
of-the-art facilities such as smart gateways that
streamline passenger movement and significantly
reduce processing times. This major expansion,
set to be completed over the next four years, will
elevate the capacity of Sharjah International
Airport to accommodate 20 million passengers by
2027.

Notable airlines operating at Sharjah Airport
include Qatar Airways, Pegasus Airlines, Air
Arabia, and Flyns, among others.

Khorfakkan Road:
His Highness Dr. Sheikh Sultan Bin Mohammed Al
Qasimi, Supreme Council Member and Ruler of
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Sharjah, inaugurated five tunnels along the
Sharjah-Khor Fakkan road and the Al Rafisah Dam
rest stop or recreational center.

The project features the 2.7 km Al Sidra Tunnel,
the longest covered tunnel in the Middle East,
and spans 89 kilometers in total length.

This monumental project enhances connectivity
and serves as a major infrastructure achievement
for the region

New Kalba Road:

H.H. Sheikh Dr. Sultan bin Muhammad Al Qasimi,
Ruler of Sharjah, inaugurated the AED 1 billion,
26 km Kalba Road, reducing travel time to 1 hour.
The project includes modern safety features,
green landscapes, and plans for Yahaar Lake.
Future directives include developing Wadi Al
Ghail with camping areas, food trucks, a
mountain walkway, and planting 1 million side
trees.

Seaports:

Sharjah is home to three of the finest deep-water
harbors in the United Arab Emirates (UAE). The
strategic positioning of Sharjah's ports provides
considerable advantages to vessels calling at
these harbors. Uniquely among the UAE ports,
Sharjah has facilities on both the eastern and
western coasts.

The Sharjah Seaports Authority manages three
principal ports: Port Khalid, Port Khorfakkan, and
Port Hamriyah, which serve as the leading trade
gateway to the UAE. These ports handle a wide
variety of ships and cargoes, boasting 33 berths
in total. Annually, they manage over 10 million
tons of bulk and general cargo, more than 2.5
million TEUs of containerized cargo, around
52,000 ro-ro units, and over 6,500 vessels. The
cargo volumes at these ports have consistently
demonstrated steady growth over recent years.

Port Khalid, a multipurpose port situated in the
city of Sharjah, is a critical entry point to the
UAE's industrial heartland.
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Hamriyah Port, located north of Sharjah and
adjacent to the rapidly growing Hamriyah Free
Zone, is a deep-water port with a depth of 14
meters. It primarily handles general cargo and oil
tankers.

Port Khorfakkan, a highly efficient container
terminal known for its productivity, is situated on
the East Coast of the UAE. Its strategic location
makes it an ideal transshipment hub for the
region.

Additional Advantages:

e An Inland Container Depot (ICD) with
direct road links to all emirates

e A strategic location midway along the
East-West trade lane

e Services tailored to the needs of
companies in the Hamriyah Free Zone
and Sharjah Airport Free Zone

e Excellent shipping connections to all
corners of the globe

e Convenient access to a consumer base
exceeding 1.2 billion

e In-house stevedores, pilots, and tug
crews

e High productivity that ensures a quick
turnaround of vessels

Museums:

1. Mileiha Archeological Center: Situated
around the Umm Al-Nar tomb, a
substantial circular Bronze Age grave, the
Mleiha Archaeological Centre brings
Sharjah’s ancient history to life. The
centre houses an impressive collection of
artefacts and exhibits, alongside
interactive displays and guided tours of
the surrounding archaeological sites.
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Natural History and Botanical Museum:
This museum provides a unique
opportunity to explore the flora and
fauna of the Arabian Desert. It also serves
as a center of entertainment where
visitors can enjoy a variety of engaging
activities.

Al Eslah School Museum first opened its
doors in April 2003. The museum is
situated opposite the Bayt Al Naboodah
Museum, adjacent to Arsah Souq in the
Heart of Sharjah.

Al Mahatta Museum was first opened on
14 March 2000. Located in the Al
Mahatta area of Sharjah, it is situated
opposite the Al Qasimya District and
directly behind The General Directorate
of Residency and Foreigners Affairs.

Bait Al Naboodah first opened its doors
as a museum on 14 November 1995.
Located in the heart of Sharjah, it is
situated opposite the Al Eslah School
Museum and Al Arsah Souq.

Bait Sheikh Saeed Bin Hamad Al Qasimi
in Kalba first opened its doors as a
museum on 5 December 1999. It is
situated near Kalba Fort, directly on the
east coast of the Arabian Gulf, in Kalba.

Maijlis Al Midfa first opened its doors as a
museum on 16 November 1996. It is
located behind Al- Arsah Souq in the
Heart of Sharjah.

The Sharjah Aquarium Museum, which
first opened its doors on 16 June 2008, is
situated in the Al Khan Old area. It holds
the distinction of being the first and
largest government educational centre in
the UAE. Spanning an area of 6,500 m?,
the museum includes two floors housing
20 water aquariums, each containing
approximately 1.8 million liters of water.
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9. The Sharjah Archaeology Museum

originally opened on 5 January 1993 and
relocated to its current premises on 10
May 1997. Initially situated in the first
building on the "cultural square,"
formerly known as the Department of
Culture and Information, it moved under
the guidance of His Highness the Ruler of
Sharjah to accommodate new findings
from expanded excavation operations.
The museum is now positioned in the
Helwan area, between the Children
Centre-Helwan and the Sharjah Science
Museum, along Sheikh Rashid Bin Saqr Al
Qasimi Road leading to Sharjah Media
Corporation "Sharjah TV."

10. The Sharjah Art Museum first opened its

doors on 17 April 1997. It is strategically
located in the Arts Area of Al-
Shuwaihiyeen, close to the Al-Corniche
post office, and is an integral part of the
cultural hub in the Heart of Sharjah.

11. The Sharjah Calligraphy Museum,

established on 12 June 2002, is located in
the house of Hamad Al Midfa within the
Sharjah Heritage Area, also known as the
Heart of Sharjah.

12. The Sharjah Classic Cars Museum

originally opened its doors in 2008,
underwent significant renovations, and
was re-inaugurated in 2013. Itis
strategically positioned on Airport Road
between the 4th and 5th intersections,
adjacent to Sharjah International Airport
and opposite the Sharjah Discovery
Centre.

13. The Sharjah Discovery Centre opened on

18 March 1999 and is situated on Sharjah
Airport Road, nestled between
interchanges 4 and 5, opposite the
Sharjah Classic Cars Museum.

14. The Sharjah Heritage Museum initially

welcomed visitors in 2005 in the Heritage
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Area. It underwent extensive renovations
and reopened in 2012 in Bait Saeed Al
Taweel Al Shamsi, situated in the Heart of
Sharjah, opposite Al-Arsah Soug, next to
Bayt Al Naboodah, and close to the
Theatrical Association.

15. Sharjah Fort (Al Hisn) first opened as a
museum in 1997, underwent extensive
renovations, and reopened in 2015. It is
located in the Heart of Sharjah and
historically served as both the
government headquarters and residence
of the Al Qawasim ruling family.
Constructed in 1823, it was considered
the biggest and most important
construction in Sharjah. The fort features
a square-shaped structure with a
spacious courtyard, two main floors, and
three defensive towers.

16. The Sharjah Maritime Museum originally
opened in 2003 in the Heritage Area, was
relocated to a new building opposite the
Sharjah Aquarium in Al Khan and
reopened on 7 July 2009.

17. The first Sharjah Islamic Museum
opened in the Heritage Area in 1996. Its
collections were later moved to the
renovated traditional Souq Al Majarrah,
reinterpreted and displayed as the new
Sharjah Museum of Islamic Civilisation,
which opened its doors on 6 June 2008.
Located in the historical heart of Sharjah
on the Majarrah Waterfront, this
museum, formerly a traditional sougq,
now features over five thousand Islamic
artefacts across seven spacious galleries.

18. The Sharjah Science Museum,
established on 17 April 1996, is next to
the Sharjah Archaeology Museum and
Sharjah Media Corporation in the Al-Abar
area. This museum offers interactive
exhibits designed to inspire visitors and
encourage innovation and creativity.
Housing more than 50 interactive
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exhibits, it provides a variety of
programmes and events that focus on
significant achievements in science and
technology, making it particularly
appealing for children.

19. The Sharjah Desert Park
The Sharjah Desert Park, located
approximately 26km from Sharjah, is a
popular tourist destination attracting
millions of visitors annually. Spanning an
area of 1km?, the park comprises four
major attractions: the Sharjah Natural
History Museum, the Arabian Wildlife
Centre, the Botanical Museum, and a
Children's Farm. This desert park serves
as a comprehensive family entertainment
venue, offering educational and
recreational opportunities. Children can
explore and learn about culture, history,
and nature, while adults enjoy relaxation
and picnics on the expansive grounds.

Beaches in Sharjah:

The city of Sharjah, located on the Arabian Gulf,
offers a variety of public and private beaches for
the enjoyment of visitors. However, compared to
private beaches, the emirate's public beaches—
including Sharjah Corniche Beach, Buhaira
Corniche, Al Heera Beach, and Khorfakkan
Beach—are more crowded. This region is also
renowned for some of the best lagoons and
creeks, making it ideal for picnics in addition to its
parks. Visitors can enjoy a range of activities and
water sports at Al Khan Lagoon and Al Mamzar
Lagoon, which are situated between Dubai and
Sharjah.

Al Hamriyah beach

Al Hamriyah Beach boasts a 1,300-metre jogging
track and a 3-metre-wide interlock walking track.
Additionally, the recently added service building
features three male toilets, eight bathing places,
and equivalent facilities for women, alongside
two bathrooms for those with special needs. A
cafeteria is also included to enhance the visitor
experience.
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Al Khan Beach

Al Khan Beach, the first public beach in Sharjah,
offers a variety of amenities for both sports
enthusiasts and guests who prefer sun lounging.
Located near the historic Al Khan area and
adjacent to the Sharjah Aquarium, this beach is a
hub for adventurous activities. Visitors can enjoy
kayaking, kite surfing, parasailing, banana boat
rides, flyboarding, and much more. In addition to
water sports, the beach features volleyball and
beach tennis courts. Guests can also savor freshly
made delicacies and juices at the beachside café,
ensuring a delightful experience by the sea.
Address: Al Khan Street, Sharjah, UAE

Khor Fakkan Beach

Khorfakkan (Khor Fakkan) Beach, located to the
north of Khorfakkan town, graces the Gulf of
Oman with its scenic coastline and white sands.
This beach draws tourists and divers from around
the globe. The town also features a private beach
that belongs to the 4-star Oceanic Hotel. Khor
Fakkan Beach is the perfect spot for a relaxed,
laid-back day, where visitors can enjoy a dip in
the clear blue waters. Address: Al Mina Road, Al
Khalidia, Sharjah, UAE.

Al Heera

Al Heera Beach is the longest beach in the city,
extending for a length of 3.5 kilometers along the
Arabian Gulf and allows visitors to enjoy a range
of distinctive activities in addition to a variety of
dining options.

The beach includes a jogging track, bicycle track,
sports fields, and children's play areas. It also
includes the first professional skate park in
Sharjah, known as the ‘Kota Skate Park’, and
includes tracks for all levels of skaters and
different roller sports which include
skateboarding, roller skating, scootering and
bicycle motocross (BMX). The skatepark will also
feature a special pump track around the outside
of the skatepark as a dedicated section for kids
under complete safety regulations and measures.
Beach Adress: AlImuntazah street, Sharjah, UAE

Al Luluyah (pearl) Beach
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Al Luluyah (pearl) Beach is a quiet public beach in
the city of Khorfakkan, with a beautiful
mountainous background. Family friendly,
Luluyah Beach is the ideal destination to enjoy a
peaceful evening with children and friends. The
beach includes a delightful camping site that
gives visitors the opportunity to watch the
sunrise over the ocean as well as the chance to
practice various activities such as swimming,
surfing and walking on the golden sands.
Adress: Hay AL Nakheel, Sharjah UAE

Al Mamazar Beach in Sharjah

Al Mamzar Beach is a family favorite destination,
providing plenty of entertainment, relaxation,
hobbies and sports. What distinguishes Al
Mamzar Beach is that it is located between Dubai
and Sharjah, and both sides of the beach have
the same name.

Adress: al khan street, Sharjah, UAE

Sightseeing in Sharjah:

Al Noor Mosque

Al Noor Mosque is situated on the Khalid Lagoon
at the Buhaira Corniche. Its architecture is
inspired by Turkish Ottoman designs, making it
one of the most famous places of worship in the
country. Address: Al Noor mosque, Corniche
Street, Al Majaz District, Sharjah, UAE

Al Majaz Waterfront

The Al Majaz Waterfront is a complete family
entertainment destination catering to all age
groups. The original Al Majaz Park was redesigned
and embellished to create this expansive
waterfront. This destination features a variety of
attractions, including the Family Train, Sharjah
Fountain, Maraya Art Park, Sharjah Boats, a golf
course, and a mini splash park. Throughout the
year, it also hosts a variety of festivals, shows, and
performances, including laser shows and
fireworks, to entertain guests.

Address: Al Buheirah Corniche Road, Al Majaz 2,
Sharjah, UAE.

Al Qasba
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Located in the Emirate of Sharjah, Al Qasba has
established itself as the premier tourism, cultural,
business, and entertainment landmark within the
emirate. Its most distinctive features include a
one-kilometer-long manmade canal and bridges,
where visitors can enjoy boat rides. Additionally,
the Masrah Al Qasba Theatre hosts performances
and various artistic events. The venue is also a
popular location for business conferences and
meetings. Address: Al Khan Street, Al Qasba,
Sharjah, UAE

Sharjah Centre for Astronomy and Space
Sciences The planetarium is an impressive and
sophisticated structure, easily recognisable by its
dome, designed to resemble the sun, symbolising
the spread of knowledge and education across
Sharjah’s skies. Inside, it serves as a gateway to
uncovering the deepest mysteries of the universe
while showcasing the most captivating scenes of
the cosmos. With a diameter of over 18 meters,
the planetarium can accommodate more than
200 visitors. It is equipped with a state-of-the-art
digital display system and a cutting-edge
MegaStar display, capable of projecting around
10 million celestial objects and the planets
orbiting the sun, creating an awe-inspiring
astronomical experience.

Address: Sharjah Centre for Astronomy and
Space Sciences, University City, Sharjah, UAE.

Kalba

Kalba, an exclave of the Emirate of Sharjah, is a
popular tourist destination renowned for its
captivating holiday spots. Highlights include the
Khor Kalba creek, pristine sandy beaches, and a
thriving mangrove area. It is also home to a major
natural reserve and is situated near the border
with Oman. Additionally, Kalba is celebrated as an
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important birdwatching location, attracting bird
enthusiasts from around the world.

Khor Fakkan

The town of Khor Fakkan (KhorFakkan) is nestled
along the picturesque Oman Bay and is
surrounded by the Emirate of Fujairah. Khor
Fakkan is home to Shark Island, a paradise for
divers and swimmers. Other notable attractions
include the Rifaisa Dam, traditional souks, and
the 4-star Oceanic Hotel.

Al Dhaid City

Located in the Emirate of Sharjah, Al Dhaid is a
charming oasis town known for its extensive
irrigated plantations and abundant water
resources. Situated on low-lying land, the city is
home to lush orchards and large farms, making it
one of the most important agricultural centres in
the UAE.

Dibba Al Hisn

A serene coastal city overlooking the western
shores of the Gulf of Oman, Dibba Al Hisn is
distinguished by its unique geographical location,
serving as the natural eastern extension of the
Emirate of Sharjah.
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Sharjah Parks & Wildlife:

Al Montazah — Amusement and Water Park

Al Jazeera Park has recently been transformed
into Al Montazah - Amusement and Water Park,
Sharjah’s newest family entertainment
destination. Spanning 126,000 square meters,

a leisure park, and a lush green park, all situated
in the heart of the city. Al Montazah offers a
variety of rides and recreational options that
tourists and residents of all ages are sure to

this vibrant park features exhilarating water rides,
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enjoy. The park’s attractions are further
complemented by a souk, cafés, restaurants,
sports facilities, and live performance venues.

Eye of the Emirates Wheel

Standing at an impressive 60 meters, the majestic
Eye of the Emirates Wheel is a striking feature of
its new home at Al Montazah - Amusement and
Water Park, Sharjah’s latest family entertainment
destination. The new location allows a wider
audience to enjoy breathtaking panoramic views
from the wheel’s cabins, showcasing many of
Sharjah's iconic tourist attractions and souks.

Sharjah National Park

The Sharjah National Park, located on Al-Dhaid
Road, is one of the largest parks in the city,
spanning an impressive 155.68 acres. This park
serves as a popular picnic spot, children’s play
area, and venue for barbeque gatherings. The
play area is well-equipped with a jungle gym,
slides, rope ladders, and other engaging
equipment, making it a favorite destination for
both residents and tourists.

Address: Al Dhaid Road, Sharjah, UAE.

Sharjah Safari

A new tourist destination, inaugurated by His
Highness Sheikh Dr. Sultan bin Muhammad Al
Qasimi, Supreme Council Member and Ruler of
Sharjah, on February 17, 2022, Sharjah Safari is
the new spot for all adventure lovers. A
picturesque place nestled in the lap of nature,
Sharjah Safari constitutes a rare opportunity for
tourists and visitors to observe the endemic
wildlife in Africa. Native African faunae roam
without fences, in an environment similar to their
natural environment. Sharjah Safari is host to
more than 120 species of animals, which live in
Africa and up to 50,000 animals, ranging from
birds, reptiles and mammals; such as lions,
elephants, giraffes, black and white rhinoceros,
crocodiles, deer, bulls and many other
endangered animals. 12 different environments,
inspired by all parts of Africa, represent the life
and terrain of the continent, and the animals and
birds that live in it. Sharjah Safari contains several
areas that simulate the real regions of Africa.

oY) (e Aae

c3aall b e ¢ 60 gl ) e Asalill <l Yl cpe Alac o
Canga o2 ,HLa 5 5le) o e Augud yill 5 Al Rga gl ¢ s yiiall " &
Shlaly il ST sean el dally sl D) i
&sall Jliars daall Lead sa dlaall ) gualie pl b i 55 S Adiaal)
A5 Al bl (e dael) o al ) L) 4Bl aal)
S 0 2ake gl 10l giadl 38 LA Ly A 5 AN A lall (31 sY)
U_\‘Jl.q}” 2}_93 - aﬁ‘)hﬂ‘ EJLAJ cwlsl\

oida glf A8 LAY b Jila

ST aal @l Gab e gl il gl A8 LN o i ey
L1 155,68 dalue e Txiea 28U k) & ilaall 5 cla i)
Jlay) al Al dilaie 5 i 300 Aullie g 5 43585 o Jikal) gl g
dihaie uaBiy elBaall s Ablall ma o) sl COliag aiall JiaY) HLall
e el Clallad G5 dpialy ) Gl dagad 55 Ol gty alll
el gl e bl 5 paiial

<l La) A ga — 48 HLAN 3 jla) candll & L 3¢ glad)

43 L s M

A DAY S 138 (e T ST 1D 3 jeliall (Blie g ()
@:ﬂ\ )A.m!\ Calia lgady daas dals A.GA} ¢tdanlal) uLA;\ GS.
Cw'&)ﬂ_l:ha‘)ﬂié‘)m‘ Lﬁ\)\.&u}()s.m:} 2022 Jg\)aﬂ 17L;5 ‘MJLﬂ\
s3lie iy (Ll f) (A D) Shall daphs o g3 530
EZ\,_\’_},\H\ L@_l.\.\.\!;\.bwuyuam ¢l gl u}&QA%\Sﬂ)&Y\ QU\},\;J\
Ly Ll 8 et 1 il piall 5 58 120 om SS] (i 5
e sl L,J;\j‘}!‘? skl & il s 50000 & dian
el s paan) g ) (RN a5 5 )y 305 AL 5 2 gl Jia
ua\)LYLv Bargall U gaall e HIST W yae 5 o a8l g Y all g
Ly i) “IA"\@“U"T’B}M dalidg day 12 48,L3 L;J\A.w(u.ag
&J\ )}..\H\j ‘QU\}:\Q\} «;\M\ zJL'Al\ @ u»g)b'aﬂ\}'é\:\;l\ Jia
Cahalial) é\;ﬁh&: Ghlie e dd Ll st)u.wg;)ﬁ;,u lead famd
Ll 3 Aial

LL!‘JLA:}“ MJJ — 43‘)1.&“ E‘)an\cgsm‘).\l\ &)Lu :O‘JM‘

Lo glgad) Al any
fal gandl alin 0 cpn g b i) Bigiall - (s S 50 £ o5
Ao 8 aaid oY) sl siae ¢ candl) a0 (el SN
‘)\}J\ uﬂ g ‘«'&)\.ﬁd\ 3)\4\! ?S\A ¢Baaiall @Jﬂ‘ Q\JL:‘;”
a4y Lot ) A8 ,LEN (lalie s ey diad dan sl daaYL
i Alaall Axplall JSE5 3088 J g Aadg 5 IV Guiating 3 il a8 gall
a1 3 M\h&ﬂh@s@}a}m) Al 95l 93 e Jai Y5y
eLM)AM@\SﬂM\J\AJ;uLyu\GJ\MMHMJ;J\uLu&\uA

L sl ) shiall e 88 58 (G Gl laY) Al

é&uﬁ\whw&a@bm&am)ﬁﬂm‘)mcu@\
Al Ol Aol Gl ilaial i)l el 5l (135308
L}A.n.a.\.\} dLA)M uL\JSJ ‘M}m&j\ d}é—“‘“} ‘LSJA\Y‘ bJJSMM J_\A.“j




SCTDA General Factsheet:

Adress: Albridi street, Sharjah, UAE

Buhais Geological Park

The attraction is worth visiting for its design
alone, five interconnecting pods echoing fossils of
the area. Once inside the Buhais Geological Park,
visitors can expect model-based interactive
displays that explore Sharjah’s mountains and
sand dunes, and learn about the origins of the
limestone mountain ranges of Jebel Buhais, and
more. Visitors will also have the opportunity to
examine local rocks and fossils. The facility
features a ramp leading to a central hub and
exhibition areas, and an outdoor trail that links
the pods.

The trail incorporates viewing areas, walkways
across geological sites, unusual rock formations
and ancient burial grounds, and is designed to
encourage visitors to explore the mountainous
region. Other facilities available at the newly
opened Geology Park are an immersive theatre, a
cafe with panoramic views of Jebel Buhais and a
gift shop. The new facility is the latest of a slew of
learning centers operated by Sharjah’s
Environmental Protected Areas Authority, which
aims to provide educational experiences and
manage protected areas in the region.

Adress: near filli roundabout, Sharjah, UAE

Arabian Wildlife Centre

The Arabian Wildlife Centre is the only zoo in
Arabia that showcases a diverse range of animals,
including endangered and extinct species unique
to the Arabian Peninsula. Opened in September
1999, it houses over 100 species of wildlife in
safe, natural surroundings. Visitors can encounter
Arabian snakes, monitor lizards, chameleons,
foxes, porcupines, hedgehogs, mongoose, camels,
spiders, and a variety of birds such as Indian
Rollers, Houbara Bustards, and flamingos. The
centre is also home to baboons, wolves, hyenas,
cheetahs, and the Arabian leopard. To ensure a
seamless viewing experience, visitors receive
information about the species they observe
through a narrated tape synced with the
respective display panels. Address: Al Dhaid
Road, interchange 9, Sharjah, UAE.
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Development of key projects:

Agricultural and Eco-Initiatives:

1. Wheat Farm in Mleiha
A modern agricultural project emphasizing
sustainable wheat farming in the region.

2. Mleiha Dairy Farm
A state-of-the-art dairy facility aiming to provide
high-quality dairy products while promoting self-
sufficiency.

3. Hanging Gardens in Kalba
A lush garden space designed for families and
nature enthusiasts, offering unique green
landscapes in Kalba.
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Cultural and Architectural Landmarks:

4. Khorfakkan Amphitheater and Waterfall

A striking amphitheater near a scenic waterfall,
ideal for cultural events and performances.

5. Sharjah Mosque

One of the largest mosques in the UAE, blending
Islamic architecture with modern aesthetics.

6. House of Wisdom

A futuristic library and cultural hub designed for
intellectual and artistic exploration.

7. Al Dhaid Fort
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A historical fort showcasing Emirati heritage and
military architecture.
8. Najd Al Magsar Village

A restored heritage village offering insights into
traditional Emirati life.
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Modern and Recreational Developments:

9. Al Suhub Rest House
A hilltop destination with panoramic views, a
café, and walking trails.

10. Shees Village
A peaceful village surrounded by mountains, ideal
for nature enthusiasts.

11. AlJada
A vibrant community hub featuring dining,
entertainment, and green spaces.

12. Kalba Clock Tower
A landmark combining modern design with
cultural motifs.

13. Souq Al Jubail
A bustling marketplace offering fresh seafood,
vegetables, and local goods.

14. Hiking Trails
Well-marked trails across Sharjah, suitable for
adventure
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15. Al Rayaheen Retreat
A luxurious escape blending nature with Emirati
hospitality.

16. Moon Retreat
A serene, off-grid desert retreat offering
stargazing and eco-lodging experiences.

17. Kingfisher Retreat
Is a unique world of conservation and
culture. The resort is nestled amidst
mangroves on an island off the east coast of
Sharjah. The island has a working
conservation center, and is home to rare
birds, gazelles, turtles and crabs.
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Things to Know About Sharjah:

e The East Coast boasts a vibrant marine
ecosystem and is a popular diving spot
where visitors can swim with dolphins

e Sharjah is home to the largest mangroves
forest in the Arab region

e The emirate houses University City,
Sharjah’s educational district, which is
home to both local and international
universities. It is also the largest
university complex in the region.

e Located on Al Noor Island, the Butterfly
House is one of Sharjah’s latest
attractions, drawing numerous visitors to
the emirate.

e Sharjah’s Heritage Area is a unique
destination comprising two historic
neighborhoods, Al Sheyoukh and Al
Maraija. These areas have been rebuilt
and connected with pathways for easy
access. Visitors can explore several small
museums under the Sharjah Heritage
Museum and also enjoy the traditional
Souq Al Arsa.

:&JW\SJLA\CF‘&}SYL:

8 Jaea ase Adlaia g4y 4y jasln A al dalid) ek e
YA Al Bl (e

@53 A Ay el ghlial ST e 8L Bl el @
e e

idae Cladls cpinty 1550 Lalad bdge 3)LY) 25 @
A:IMIA“ -’i.uad\ wa.\a.} L;GA d}ﬂ‘} DJLQ:)” L.é ;\:\SJJJ
Aakid) & ,SY)

dalad) allaall aoal e ) 5ill 35 50 AL A Cuy Hiiny @
Sy I sl e el Gl )

Gt s Lt (it oty el L i 36 L0 ues

Bliall jluser Leglua siy Lagily sale) &5 Cua oy yall

Caaliall e el 5L Sl (Sas (ihaiall Loy

e oS LS e il A8 HLEY Cantia" dagllll 3 jeaal)

& Bl daa jall (B s o el Al B )L 5 Y
_EJLA\‘Y\

CHLESLY AL 5l 8 ) adsall dagle yhad e

e o baally Laniall Gl yaliall (3liiad dald dayilal)

plaiuy) ) AWl WY) b Al aaall Akl
AR Lalal) AL

chil) e Ao sane auai G lisie 19 3,LA) uaini e
A g daten 5 Aae ) A8y ylay da g paall 5 48y pall 4y V)




SCTDA General Factsheet:

Mleiha is Sharjah’s premier destination
for adventure enthusiasts, offering
adrenaline-pumping activities in the
emirate’s desert region. It also features
breathtaking landscapes for those
seeking a more laid-back exploration.

Sharjah is home to 22 museums,
showcasing a wide range of artefacts
creatively presented in an engaging,
instructive, and educational manner.

Far from the bright city lights and
skyscrapers, Kalba, located on Sharjah’s
west coast, is a renowned destination for
those seeking peace, serenity, and
natural beauty.

Meaning “Creek of Two Jaws,”
Khorfakkan is a popular spot for hiking
and diving enthusiasts.

Sharjah hosts a unique cultural and
environmental festival annually at Sir Bu
Na’yr Island, a protected marine site that
is home to the endangered Hawksbill
Turtle. The event is organised by the
Environment and Protected Areas
Authority.

Sharjah’s famous Al Khan Beach is a
haven for surfers and watersports
adventurers.

Local and migratory birds find sanctuary
at Sharjah’s Wasit Wetland Centre, a
conservation facility dedicated to
preserving the sabkha, or salt plain, along
the UAE’s western coastal plains. The
centre also encompasses extensive areas
of dunes, mudflats, saltwater lagoons,
and freshwater pools.

Sharjah is situated in a rich geological
formation, offering archaeologists a
unique site for study at the Mleiha
Protected Area. The site has yielded
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SCTDA General Factsheet:

numerous priceless artefacts, including
pottery and other ancient discoveries,
underscoring the emirate’s significant
place in history.

Sharjah is the only emirate that shares
borders with all six other emirates.

Sharjah’s Arabian Wildlife Centre is the
region’s only zoo that exclusively houses
species endemic to the Arabian
Peninsula. With over 100 species, it
highlights the peninsula’s diverse fauna
and provides valuable insights into
species facing the threat of extinction.

Sharjah is a global hub for the
conservation and study of the Arab
region’s indigenous flora and fauna. The
Breeding Centre for Endangered Arabian
Wildlife (BCEAW), established in 1998, is
dedicated to preserving the region’s
endangered wildlife. It runs breeding
programmes for rare species, including
the Arabian Leopard and Arabian Cobra,
and participates in international breeding
initiatives for species such as the
Cheetah, Sand Cat, Striped Hyena, and
Nubian Ibex.

Sharjah is home to Bee’ah, a state-of-the-
art facility and architectural marvel
inspired by Zaha Hadid. Rising from the
desert, the headquarters symbolises a
strong commitment to environmental
sustainability. The leading integrated
environmental and waste management
company’s facility is designed to operate
entirely on renewable energy and aims to
advance the emirate’s goal of achieving
zero waste.
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