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Executive Summary:

The annual statistics report of the tourism sector in the Emirate of Sharjah includes the most
important actual indicators for the main activities in the tourism sector, such as the number of
hotels and hotel apartment, number of rooms, number of guests, the occupancy and revenue ratios
in the emirate during the year of 2021.

This report aims to provide the most recent economic and tourism data and information related
to developments in the tourism sector in the Emirate of Sharjah to help decision-making centers in
the emirate to develop programs and draw sound policies, in addition to assisting administrative
leaders in private sector institutions to take wise investment decisions and, henceforth, support the

path of economic growth and development in the emirate.
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@) The World Tourism Sector during the

pandemic (Covid-19) The Recovery

The outbreak of the Coronavirus (Covid-19) pandemicin the world early in 2020, has caused serious
and dramatic losses in the human life worldwide and presented unprecedented challenges in
various sectors. The economic and social disruptions caused by the pandemic has devastated tens
of millions of people. Furthermore, the UNWTO has revealed that international tourist arrivals
worldwide have also declined sharply during year 2020 by almost 73% compared to the year 2019,
while a slow recovery was witnessed during 2021 which registered a decline of 72% compared to
2019.

As the tourism industry was one of the most affected sectors by this pandemic, most of the
governments, all over the world, imposed travel restrictions, where airports were temporary closed,
and travel was banned. Nonetheless, towards the third quarter, most countries have lifted those
restrictions and plane movements slowly returned with precautions and preventive hygiene
protocols followed in place. The UAE was one of the first countries to open its borders for travel
movement and allowing tourists in the country. Applying the safety measures of testing (PCR) at
the airport, prevent and monitor travelers’ movement in and out of the airports were some of the

procedures followed.

Figure 1: 'UNWTO Covid-19 Global travel restrictions
A: travel restrictions during June 2020 B: travel restrictions during November 2021
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" Source: United Nations World Tourism Organization (UNWTO), retrieved March, 2022.
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@SR The World Tourism Sector - Continue.

Although the year 2020 resulted in a massive decline in the number of international tourist arrivals
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by 74% according to the World Tourism Organization (UNWTO) latest data, 2021 saw a recovery
in many sectors including tourism as shown in figures 2 & 3.

Figure 2: change in international tourist arrivals, hotel bookings, and occupancy rates in 2020-2021
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Figure 3: ’International tourist arrivals — 2020 vs. 2021 by month

International Tourist Arrivals by Month
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2 Source: UNWT02022, https://www.unwto.org/country-profile-inbound-tourism A compilation of data on inbound tourism by
country, including data on international tourist arrivals -



https://www.unwto.org/country-profile-inbound-tourism
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